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Dear Parents and Carers,

2nd April 2020

We hope this finds you all well. You have been fabulous, responding sensitively to such unsettled times and keeping positive. On the next two pages I have included some examples of work,
learning and fun going on that you have sent over this fortnight. You have shown great perseverance logging in to a new app, Class Dojo. We have nearly 100% of all children and parents
signed up to this. A wonderful effort everyone! If you have not yet done so, and would like some
help, please email the school and Mrs Taylor will help you.
I am incredibly proud of our school community. Staff worked hard to organise the learning packs
in time and establishing Class Dojo as a way of children, teachers and parents communicating
together and sharing their learning. Children have impressed us with their efforts and parents
you have been stunning supporting your families. Over Easter the children get a break from the
weekly set learning but we will send home some suggestions to use if helpful. We will continue
to post on our website weekly learning plans during term time (updated to the website homework
tab ‘Home Learning’ and Class Dojo by 12 noon every Monday). However, please do not be
hard on yourselves, we are not expecting you to be teachers. If you are struggling some days or
the sun is shining, do not worry about getting everything done. Keep up with reading - teaching
your child to read is always an on-going responsibility for parents, but have fun together. We are
unable to change books for children but if you look at the class home learning sheets there are
many links to online ebooks and authors such as David Walliams, reading their books. Also for
younger children you have the benefit of your teachers reading to you. Mr Baglow will be reading
his favourite story soon - watch out there will be pirates!
I know several families have set up a routine for the school day, completing formal maths, writing
and independent learning in the morning then, like the key worker children at school, spending
afternoons being energetic and creative. At home, you all have been very busy for example:
Jack and Tobias have been baking; Isaac and Zaine have been drawing rainbows to celebrate
our wonderful NHS staff; Ted led class Robins in an online PE lesson; Archie has been creating
his own art from nature following the inspiration of Andy Goldsworthy. Both Tobias and Mallory
have created their own art work using a computer app and Riley has shown a creative way of
practising his spellings. Ollie has been busy demonstrating different fractions using drawings of
pizza - it was an informative display but did make me feel hungry! Meanwhile Noah has been applying his knowledge of money and number work to managing his snack bar and Tommy has
been successfully tackling a number hunt. Buddy has made a volcano and talked about his
choices, Jimmy has practised his spelling knowledge playing hangman and Henry has greatly impressed us with all his hard work - he has been very busy with his pencil control. Well done everyone on all your hard work and positive learning too. Here at SJM school we start with ‘Just
Dance’ via You Tube (Aladdin and Ghostbusters have proved popular), Joe Wicks was found to
be a bit too hard and pitched more like an adult exercise class. We have preferred instead to
dance like genies and slime ghosts! My point is, whatever you are doing will be helping your children embed their learning and develop their skills and interests. For example, reading a recipe
and measuring ingredients in baking applies maths skills. Several children are learning to take
more responsibility around the house helping with chores.
Please keep sending your comments via Class Dojo or emailing in with your updates and queries. It is important that in these unsettled times we continue to look after each other. Please also let us know acts of kindness and helpfulness your children have shown so we can celebrate
them too. What new skills and chores are you learning?
Remember: Be kind to yourselves. Do what you can and contact the school if you need
us, we are here for you.

