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NEWSLETTER December 2021
Dear Parents and Guardians,
It has been a busy and joyful term.
The month started with a whole school
Science Day (alongside other schools
in the region). The children had great
fun tackling scientific investigations
based around Father Christmas and
the various issues he faces e.g. making the most effective pulley to help lift
the very heavy sack; what makes the
best insulation for Rudolph’s cold nose
and how best Father Christmas can
muffle his noisy boots. The children
had an enjoyable time working collaboratively and scientifically.
We are delighted that we have remained safe from cases recently and
this has meant we have been able to
host different Christmas events this
term. Harriet represented the school at
the Church Service, reading beautifully,
as she did in our Church Nativity. We
hope the choir will be able to sing there
next year.
Thank you to everyone who kept to the
guidelines whilst attending the Church
Nativity. I am sure you will agree that it
was a joyful event with the children reminding us about the true meaning of
Christmas with such enthusiasm and
good cheer. Well done to everyone;
we were very proud of you all! Thank
you also for your generous donations,
raising £78 for the homeless.

Congratulations also to Owls class for
all your efforts learning the ukulele with
your music teacher, Mr Davies. It was
wonderful to see how your knowledge
of musical notation and musical skills
have developed over the years. We
were all impressed, even if we were left
with ‘Rocking Robin’ fixed in our heads
all afternoon! Tobias looked like he
was born to be in a rock band and I
don’t know how Mallory and others
managed to play, sing and smile all at
the same time! Well done for your per-

severance and for performing so well and with
such big smiles!
Our thanks go to the Friends of Horton School
for hosting such an enjoyable Children’s Party
last week. It was fabulous that the event could
go ahead and was coordinated quickly and
thoroughly by the team. Thank you on behalf
of all the children!
As you know the Federation consultation has
now closed and both the governing bodies of
Horton CEVA and St. John’s Mead CEVC have
agreed to federate. Now comes the tricky part:
whilst both schools retain their names and
nothing changes there, we do need a name for
the federation. This is where your help is
sought! Do you have any suggestions for the
Federation? Please email them in or share on
Dojo.
Clubs. In the new year we will be offering
clubs again. This term it has been French,
Maths, Lego, Crafts and Computer Clubs after
school. We will send out a new list of clubs at
the start of term 3. Swift Sports will also be
offering a sports club on Tuesdays.

There is also the opportunity of running a
Greenpower Club jointly with St. John’s Mead
(SJM), if we have interested parents to take
the lead on it. https://youtu.be/-KkhHx1YZfE .
The children put together an electric go cart to
race working alongside parents and children.
If interested please let me know and I can put
you in touch with the regional ambassador to
give you more information. It is a lot of fun
whilst also providing a practical STEM club for
children to participate in.
Reminder: Christmas Jumper Day tomorrow (Friday 17th). There will be a collection for
Save the Children.
Church Service Monday 13th December.
Horton Nativity photos will hopefully be in the
Bristol Post 17th December.
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Horton School’s Book Recommendations
Archie recommends, ‘King of the Cloud Forests’ by Michael Morpurgo
Aaron recommends, ‘Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince’ by JK Rowling
Joseph recommends (whilst wearing his hat of the day as part of his Hatvent calendar!)
‘The Horse and his Boy’ from the Narnia series by CS Lewis
Owls class recommends, ‘The Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens.
Reading Stars
We are so delighted to see our children showing great perseverance and enthusiasm for
reading and it is having a positive impact on both their vocabulary and writing too. Congratulations to all the children who have achieved their 60 Reads Mars Award: Finlay,
Jamie, Ruby, Jane, Ellie, Jimmy, Archie, Bella, Solomon and Sam. Super reading everyone!
Number Clubs
Congratulations to everyone who has achieved their latest number club. Well done to:
Noah, William F, Archie, Sam, Kenzie, Katie, Zaine and Oscar.
Stars of the Week
A special mention needs to be made to the children below who have demonstrated our
school values and great effort, perseverance and a positive mindset in their learning.
Congratulations to: Albie, Archie and John who were our stars of the week last week.
Congratulations to our Above and Beyond children. These children consistently
try their best but I’ll need to mention them in the next newsletter as they only find out who
they are tomorrow!
We love WORDS at HOP and our children have been sharing their widening vocabulary
with words such as: absorb, perplexed, phantom.
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Our value this term is PERSEVERANCE.
IMPORTANT REMINDER
Thank you for walking up the hill or, if driving, parking responsibly. Please avoid blocking
junctions by not parking on the corners, thank you. In the meantime, please continue to
greet and show care to our neighbours.
We wish Lesley Leahey a happy retirement and look forward to celebrating her contributions to HOP and wishing her all the best in the spring. We look forward to welcoming
children back on Wednesday 5th January 2022. Happy Christmas and Best wishes for
the New Year from the staff, children and governors at Horton!

Academic year 2021/2022
Diary Dates Year 2021-22
17 Dec Fri
4 Jan Tue
5 Jan Wed
10 Jan Mon
18 Feb Fri
28 Feb Mon
8 April Fri
25 Apr Mon
24 May Tue
14 June Tue
27 May Fri
6 June Mon
7 June Tue
5 July Tue
6 July Wed
20 July Wed
21 July Thu

Christmas Jumper Day
Last day of term 2
Term 3 INSET
First day of term 3 for children
Swimming
Last day of term 3
First day of term 4
Last day of term 4
First day of term 5
Sports Day 1:30pm
Reserve Sports Day 1:30pm
Last day of term 5
term 6 INSET
First day of term 6 for children
Summer Show rehearsal
Summer Show TBC
Last day of term 6 for children
Term 6 INSET

Last day of term moved earlier due to an additional national holiday.

