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Dear Parents and Guardians,
Happy New Year! We hope you had an
enjoyable Christmas. This term has
started positively with a fabulous trip to
see Dippy the Dinosaur at Cardiff Museum. This was a wonderful WOW
event for Robin’s class who will be
studying dinosaurs and investigating
the valuable contributions Mary Anning
made to the world of palaeontology.
Swallows class were able to see how
this prehistoric time related to their
knowledge of the chronology of the
Stone Age and were impressed with
how long ago it all happened (we
thought the Stone Age was a considerable time in the past!). Owls class explored the different areas of the museum with some children seeing the artwork from impressionists, others exploring different areas of the museum.
Their workshop was led by a palaeontologist so it was wonderful to hear
from an expert in the field. All the children saw the geology of rocks and how
fossils are used to build a picture of
what life was like in Jurassic times.

Our thanks go to the FOHS who supported the
school trip and funded all the children having a
packed school dinner. The food was well received and everyone had an enjoyable picnic
following the different workshops. Mrs Poole
and myself were very impressed with the children’s subject knowledge as Jack identified the
sphere (the shape meat-eating dinosaur eggs
may have been), whilst Isabelle, Jamie and Oliver were among others describing what a carnivore and herbivore ate. Archie greatly impressed us with his knowledge of all things dinosaur!
We were delighted but not surprised by how
polite and well-behaved our children were.
They were able to draw on their knowledge of
museums from their school trip last year to the
the Bristol Aerospace Museum and also to the
class museums we held in the autumn term to
showcase their homework.
Our school priority this year is to promote a
love of reading and it is fabulous to see this in
action both at home and at school. Thank you
so much for supporting the book fair, the £165
commission raised along with PTA support has
been spent on new books for classes from the
Top 100 Reads. There is already a waiting list
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for some books in Years 3 and 4! Look
out for the stickers to show which ones
are from the recommended reads.

Congratulations to our Maths Super Stars
who have achieved their number clubs recently: Jamie, Ted, Ollie, Mallory, Sophie,
Lexi, Lucy and Amy.

Book Recommendations. Our
thanks this week go to Joseph who
recommended the lower juniors read
the Astrosaurs series.

Reading Awards
Well done to all our readers whose rockets
have travelled to new planets. Planet Venus (30 Reads): Marcus, Roshan, Finlay H
-B, Ted, Jamie, William, Olivia, John, Lexi
and Airlie. Mars for 60 Reads : Lotty, Joseph, Amy, Jasmine, Archie, Mia, Archie GS, Mallory, Lucas and Eden. For this time of
year we would be hoping our children are
landing on planet Mercury for 100 reads so
congratulations to Seth, Ewa, Harriet and
Ollie.
We can really see the impact of regular
reading at home in your children’s work at
school and the vocabulary choices they
make in discussions.

Ted suggested that the infants read,
‘My Beano’ where a giant machine is
used to collect all the rubbish at the
seaside. Marcus suggested ‘Minions’
for upper juniors to enjoy. Mrs Michelle
Parsons, Foundation Governor, recommends ‘Matilda’ by Roald Dahl for children as it is one of her favourite books:
‘My favourite book as a child was Matilda by Roald Dahl. Her tricks made me
laugh and her love of reading made me
want to read more myself. Miss
Trunchball did scare me a little bit, but I
loved Miss Honey!’
Another school priority is spelling and
after spending the autumn term embedding our Spelling Shed across the
school we will be holding spelling workshops for parents in term 3. This is a
chance to find out more about how
spelling is taught at school and to work
alongside your child to practise spelling
techniques. In the infants we will be
focusing upon our new phonics and
reading programme, Read, Write, Inc.
We are still focusing upon phonics but
the reading books will be changing
slightly in the next few weeks. A letter
and more information will be coming
home shortly. The focus, as ever, is to
promote a love of reading and sharing
a book at home with your child is such
a powerful way of encouraging this
sense of enjoyment for reading and also widening their vocabulary
knowledge.
This term has started as positively as
the autumn term with so many children
showing kindness to others. Our Book
of Values reflects this with examples
such as Jamie giving up playing football to be with a child who is unable to
play at the moment; Lotty and Amelia
showing care for a younger child and
Marcus for his kindness to others. In
our discussion about our hopes for
2020 we have been reflecting on how
we can have a positive impact at home

A big WELL DONE to Lexi, Seth and Charlotte who have competed in county wide
cross country races. A special well done to
Seth who took part in all four events finishing 10th overall in a field of over 100 pupils.
Congratulations to our Stars of the Week for
their continued great efforts: Marcus
(consistently polite and a great ambassador
to the school) and Tommy (perseverance
with his writing and positive engagement
during the school trip). A special mention
also to Millie, Archie N and Connor for their
hard work and positive approach to learning.
Spelling Workshops
Lower KS2 Swallows Class
Wednesday 29 January from 2.30-3.15
Upper KS2 Owls Class
Monday 27 January from 2.30-3.15
Infants Robins Class
TBC

Our value this term is HOPE and HUMILITY.

Academic Year 2019/2020

Start of Term 3
20.01.2020
27.01.2020
27.01.2020
29.01.2020
03.02.2020
08.02.2020
10.02.2020
14.02.2020

Swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
No swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
Spelling Workshop Owls 2.30-3.15
Spelling Workshop Swallows 2.30-3.15
No swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
Winter warmer Indian Ball run by FOHS POSTPONED
No swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
End of Term 3

24.02.2010
24.02.2020
02.03.2020
09.03.2020
16.03.2020
23.03.2020
30.03.2020
02.04.2020
03.04.2020

Start of Term 4
Swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
Swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
Swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
Swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
Swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
Swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
Easter Service at St. James the Elder
End of Term 4

20.04.2020
20.04.2020
27.04.2020
04.05.2020
11.05.2020
18.05.2020
22.05.2020

Start of Term 5
No swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
Swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
No swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
Swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
Swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
End of Term 5

01.06.2010
02.06.2020
08.06.2020
15.06.2020
22.06.2020
29.06.2020
06.07.2020
13.07.2020
17.07.2020
20.07.2020
20.07.2020

INSET DAY (staff only)
Start of Term 6 for children
No swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
No swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
No swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
No swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
No swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
No swimming for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4
Last day of term 6 for children
INSET DAY
End of Term 6

